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How Do We

Know?

Underage drinking
is a significant
problem in Hanover
County

Alcohol is easy to
get.

Alcohol is not
perceived by
many youth and
adults to be
harmful.

Strong sense of
community denial
regarding the
extent of the
problem.

Lack of
consistent
consequences for
underage
drinking both
within families
and throughout

the community.

Substance use
has a strong
stigma; promotes
secrecy and

denial.

Affluence is a risk factor:
teens often have too much
money and not enough
supervision.

Unhealthy norms about
underage drinking are
pervasive:

Many youth perceive that
everyone drinks. Many
parents think/accept
underage drinking as a rite
of passage.

Lack of visible
consequences related to
underage drinking for
teens, parents, and the

communit

Fast pace of growth is
affecting the small town
feel of Hanover; we are

experiencing many cultural
shifts.

Many families in Hanover do
not know where to go for
help with alcohol-related

issues.

ATOD code violations and
alcohol misdemeanors
continue to increase across
all zip codes.

Hanover youth perceive
daily alcohol use as posing
less risk than cigarette use

and marijuana use.

Almost 2 of 12t graders
first used alcohol before the
age of 15 years. Current
alcohol use (past 30-days)
is reported by 43% of 10t
graders and 57% of 12th
graders; both numbers are
higher than national
averages.

Youth parties with alcohol
are promoted by text
messaging and the Internet.

Hanover youth perceive
parental disapproval to be
greater for marijuana and

cigarette use thanit is for
regular alcohol use.




